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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR GRAHAM AT MOREHEAD CITY 


NEW TESTING MACHINE 


Recently installed in the laboratory of the Division of Materials and 
Tests, the machine shown above has a capacity of 300,000 pounds 
pressure, and is used to test concrete, steel, and columns used in high- 
way construction work. The new machine, which cost $13,000 installed, 
replaces the original testing machine bought by the Highway Com- 
mission more than 25 years ago. Operating the new piece of equipment 
is H. F. Waller. (Photo by W. K. Mingis.) 


~PRICE TRENDS 
AND SUPPLY 


BY R. G. KING 
Purchasing Department 


Editor’s Note: The column be- 
low was prepared by Assistant 
Purchasing Agent W. G. Reaves, 
instead of Assistant Purchasing 
Agent R. G. King, the usual 


columnist. Reaves was author of 
a column entitled “Purchasing 
Problems” which formerly ap- 
peared in this publication. 


Now in midyear, the boom is still 
ailing along in high gear. Indus- 
trial output is very close to post- 
war maximum and industry’s order 
books are well filled, except in a 
few textile lines. Prices are creep- 
ing higher, reflecting mounting 
labor and raw material costs but, 
here and there mainly in hard goods 
and luxuries, there’s a. tendency to 
shade prices to keep shelves cleared. 

The nail situation still remains 
very critical, with very few of any 
size being received. No doubt pro- 

(Continued on page three) 


Cracks In Pavement 
Given Quick Repair 
After Heat Damage 


Raleigh.—Cases of cracked and 
buckling pavements, several of 
which have already been reported 
this summer, are a problem of the 
season, and are being taken care 
of as rapidly as possible, according 
to Maintenance Engineer B. W. 
Davis. 


Citing the small number of re- 
ports so far received on the crack- 
ing and buckling process, Davis said 
that a larger amount of damage of 
this nature could be expected as 
the weather grew hotter. For some 
years, he pointed out, the Main- 
tenance Department has devoted its 
attention to preventing heat dam- 
age to pavements, but has not been 
entirely sucessful in its efforts. In 
some cases, he said, expansion 
joints have been cut at frequent 
intervals but the hot-weather 
cracking has then occurred at 
points between the joints. 

The practice now followed by the 
Maintenance Department, Davis 

(Continued on page three) 


May Accident Total 
Hits All-Time Low 
In Safety Program 


Raleigh. — Injuries to highway 
personnel which involved a loss 
of time from work during May were 
reduced to the lowest total record- 
ed since the inauguration of the 
Commission’s saftey program, Safe- 
ty Director James P. Dodge has 
reported. 

The frequency rate for lost-time 
injuries, according to the analysis 
for May prepared by Dodge, was 
4.2 resulting from the fact that 
injuries were reduced from 13 in 
April to eight in May. Eight is the 
lowest number of lost-time injuries 
ever reported in any month, Dodge 
noted. 


Commenting on the safety record 
for the month, the safety direcor 
notes in his report: “Eye injuries 
continue higher than normal, with 
a total of 15. Most of these were 
described as “foreign body in eye,” 
which means that they came large- 
ly while operating vehicles. Frac- 
tures and burns were serious in- 
juries this month, accounting for 
several lost-time cases. Causes such 
as falling objects and falls of per- 
sons were up. Operation of motor 
vehicles caused nine injuires, the 
most serious ones resulting from 


(Continued on page four) 


MAY RECORD 


Raleigh.—Breaking yet another 
record, North Carolina’s rural 
highway traffic during may 
reached an all-time high for that 
month, and almost set a new high 
for any month, according to a re- 
cent report by Statistics and Plan- 
ning Engineer James S. Burch. 


On the average day of May, 
the Burch report shows, 57,926 
vehicles passed the Highway Com- 
mission’s 20 regular traffic count 
stations, thus chalking up a 15 
per cent increase over the figure 
recorded for May of 1947, which 
was in itself a record. 


May was the eighteenth con- 
secutive month in which a new 
record flow of traffic has been es- 
tablished, the recent report states, 
and the total number of vehicles 
was just short of the 58,858 all- 
time record set in August of 1947. 


fo) 


Chairman Speaks On 
Progress Since War 


Morehead City.—Speaking before 
approximately 200 members of the 
North Carolina County Commis- 
sioners Association here June 16, 
Chairman A. H. Graham of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission asserted that 1948, like 
1946 and 1947, is expected to be a 
record year for highway construc- 
tion and improvement. 

Noting that $32,622,911 was 
spent for new highway construction 
in 1946, and that $42,015,693.54 was 
spent for the same purpose during 
1947, Chairman Graham stated that 
“Although the year is scarcely half 
over, and the major construction 
season is just getting underway, 
1948 is already bidding fair to be- 
come another’ record construction 
year in the history of the Highway 
Commission. For the first five 
months of this year, our organiza- 
tion has already let to contract 87 
new highway projects at a total 
cos of $12,578,833.12. These pro- 
jects cover a total distance of more 
than 500 miles, and are well dis- 
tributed in counties throughout the 
State. For State force work, always 
an important item, we have so far 
spent approximately $3,000,000 this 
year for all types of construction 
and improvements.” 

“Although the period of the past 
three years has seen an unprece- 
dented amount of highway revenue 
coming in,” Graham asserted, “we 
have not had too much money. 
Neither have we had any over- 
supply of material or of skilled per- 
sonnel, although World War II has 
been over for almost three years. 
What we have had, however, has 
been a growing demand on the part 
of our Tar Heel citizenry for a 
better and better highway system. 
In an attempt to build that better 
system, we have spent every dollar 
available to us from every source, 
and we have exerted every possible 
effort to secure full value for every 
dollar spent, despite the fact that 
the cost of road work, like the cost 
of everything else, has been rising 
steadily, and has not stopped its 
upward spiral yet. Since the High- 
way Ccmmission’s State revenue 
comes exclusively from the gasoline 
tax, the sale of license plates, and 
automoble registration fees, we 

(Continued on page three) 
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A MISCONCEPTION 
Unfortunately for proper 
public understanding of North 
Carolina’s highway conditions 
and problems, there has re- 
cently been a great deal of 
criticism of the State’s roads 
as compared with those of 
neighboring Southern states. 
For the record, therefore, 
it is necessary to point out 
that North Carolina highway 
policy is directed toward 
achieving the greatest and 
most essential benefits for the 
largest number of people in 
the State. Unlike other states, 
North Carolina has largely 
refrained from building ex- 
pensive “showpiece” . roads 
and highways, and has con- 
centrated on building up a 
highway network which will 
serve all of its citizens. Rath- 
er than building and main- 
taining one well-nigh perfect 
super-highway which will 
serve as the almost exclusive- 
ly-used artery for tourist traf- 
fic through the State, North 
Carolina is aiming at provid- 
ing a network of primary 
roads which will serve as 
first-class links between the 
most heavily populated areas. 
It is true that the Tar Heel 
emphasis just now is upon 
the improvement of the secon- 
dary road system, but this 
does not mean that the pri- 
. mary highways are being neg- 
lected. In many other states 
all of the secondary roads, 
and many of the primary 
roads are sacrificed in order 
that a few super-roads may 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


be built. This is not the case 
in North Carolina. We want 
improvement along every mile 
of our secondary system and, 
by virtue of hard work, we 
are gradually getting it. We 
also want steady and substan- 
tial improvement in our pri- 
mary system, and we believe 
that we are achieving that 
too, although the proces may 
be slower than anyone might 
desire . 

To the severe critics of 
North Carolina’s primary 
highway system, therefore, 
let us say just this: Look 
at North Carolina’s primary 
highways as a whole, then 
follow the same process in re- 
gard to other states, and final- 
ly draw your own conclusions 
as to the comparative degree 
of progress here and else- 
where. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


OUR HIGHWAY CON- 
STRUCTION PROGRESS 


While many are complain- 
ing about the failure of our 
State Highway and Public 
Works Commission to build 
new roads as rapidly as the 
people want them built, the 
record reveals that North 
Carolina actually takes rank 
with the leaders in highway 
construction in 1948. 

Highway Commission Chair- 
man A. H. Graham has given 
the figures to show our State 
is really forging ahead of its 
neighboring states in this im- 
portant work. Mr. Graham 
reports that between January 
1 and May 1, this year, 60 pro- 
jects costing $7,639,000 and 
providing for 309 miles of 
work were let to contract in 
this State. 

During the same four-month 
period Virginia let 31 road 
projects for a total expend- 
iture of $2,208,000 and calling 
for work on 63 miles of high- 
way. South Carolina let 85 
projects, involving $4,946,000 
and 545 miles, mostly in re- 
treatment contracts. Tenn- 
essee had 29 projects and 178 


“TAKE IT EASY™ 


CONVERTIBLE 


miles at a cost of $5,205,000, 
Florida let 45 contract cover- 
ing 270 miles, at a cost of 
$6,312,000. Georgia contract- 
ed to spend $8,352,000 on 315 
miles of road. 

Through June 1, Chairman 
Graham says the value of 
work let in North Carolina 
road improvements this year 
amounted to a total of $14,381- 
000 for 517.5 miles. We are 
confident that when later fig- 
ures are available from other 
states, North Carolina’s pro- 
gress in building and improv- 
ing highways will show up in 
comparison. 

We cannot afford, however, 
to let our record in compari- 
son with that of other states 
in the construction and im- 
provement of roads cause us 
to lose sight of the fact that 
our highway system is in 
many respects out of date. 

In order to bring our high- 
ways up to date, many mill- 
ions will have to be spent 
widening and straightening 
and resurfacing roads that 
were the pride of the Com- 
monwealth a few years ago. 
but are now rated as inferior 
to highways in Virginia and 
South Carolina. They are in 
many cases so inferior to the 
roads in our neighboring 
states that tourists no longer 
look forward to _ reaching 
North Carolina, where “the 
roads are a little finer,” as 
once they did. — Winston- 
Salem Journal. 


sweet young thing. “I’m engaged 


‘|man,” you mustn’t expect too much 
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Today’s Chuckles 


Mr. Carlton: “My wife had a 

dream last night and thought n® 

was married to a millionaire.” eg 
Mr. Adams: “You’re lucky!” My 

wife thinks that in the daytime.” ~ 

* * bd 


“What shall I do?” wailed the 


to a man who just cannot bear 
children.” 
“Well,” replied a kindly old wo- 


of a husband.” 


* %* * 


Billy: “It would really be quite 
simple for us to marry, you know. 
Father is a minister.” 

Marie: “Oh, really? Then let’s 
try it—my dad’s a lawyer.” | 

* * * 


Mamie: Brother! If you were my 
husband, I’d give you poison. 
Bobby: If you were my wife, I’d 


take it! 


* * * 


She was very flattered that the 
little children she taught at school 
were crying because she was leav- 
ing. 

“Don’t worry,” she said, “You'll 
soon get a much nicer teacher than 
I am.” At this, one little boy who 
was crying the loudest of all ex- 
claimed: “‘That’s what they all say, 
but they keep getting worse and 


worse.” 


* * * 


Silly boy — of course, I’m not 
marrying you just because your 
uncle left you a million dollars — 
why, I’d marry you, no matter who 


left it to you! 


* * * 


Paul: “You look like a nice sen- 
sible girl. Let’s get married.” 
Sue: “No, I’m just as nice and 


sensible as I look.” 


* * * 


One day, while out on a picnic, 
they reclined on a nice mossy slab. 
But, later, while dancing, he noted. 
“baNcM ynneJ FO ydoB ehT” 

* * * 


Ten-year-old boy’s definition of 
“legs”: “Something you have to 
have a pretty fair pair of to get to 


first base, and your sister does, too.” 
* * * 


“A man walked into a drug stor | 
and told the clerk. “I want one o y 
those plasters you stick on your — 
back.” 

“I understand,” said the clerk, 
“you want one of our porous plas- 
ters.” : 

“No sir,” snapped the man. “I 
don’t want none of your porous 
plasters, I want the best you have.” 

x ok * 

MacTavish: 
cigars!” 

O’Flarity: “Yeah, who smokes 
the first three-quarters?” 


“I smoke quarter 


by 
3 
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CHAIRMAN 


(Continued from page one) 


@: been using that money as it 


has been received. North Carolina’s 
citizens have thus, in effect, been 
supporting their highway system 
on a “pay-as-you-ride” basis.” 
“North Carolina, as you now,” 
he continued, “has the largest state- 
controlled highway system in the 
nation. In only three other states 
does the State Highway Commis- 
sion have jurisdiction over all roads 
and those highway systems are 
smaller than ours. North Carolina 
also is unusual in that it has been 
able to support its far-flung net- 
work of roads with money obtained 
solely from those who have the 
benefit of using them. In this State, 
as you now, there is no tax on in- 
come, property, or corporate earn- 
ings for the purpose of supporting 
the highway system. Also, North 
Carolina is one of the very small 
group of states in which the county 
governing units, the very organiza- 
tion which you are representing 
here, have been relieved entirely of 
the responsibility of building and 
maintaining secondary roads.” 
“In a day of much talk about 
surpluses, there is little or no justi- 
fication for the claim that the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission has a huge one. As a 
matter of fact, as of June 80 of this 
year, our highway fund surplus will 
total no more than $5,000,000, and 
by June 30 of next year, even this 
amount will be entirely exhausted. 
It is true that we now have approxi- 
mately $28,000,000 in funds which 
have been allocated to specific pro- 
jects in various stages of develop- 
ment, but work has actually begun 
on these jobs, and the funds set up 
for them will be used up by the 
time that they are completed. Let 
me re-iterate here a statement 
which I have made several times 
previously: It is the purpose and 
policy of the present administration 
of the Highway Commission to 
spend all highway funds as rapidly 
as they become available and can 
be put to work by the contractors 
and the Commission forces working 
upon the highways of the State.” 
In summing up his remarks, 
Chairman Graham told the mem- 
bers of the County Commissioners 
Association that five main facts 
‘should be remembered about the 
highway picture today. (1) Public 
demand for roads, he said, is the 
greatest ever. (2) Pavement costs 
are much higher but, notwithstand- 
ing this fact, the Highway Commis- 
sion is determined not to sacrifice 
the quali ytof the roads; (3) The 
cost of maintenance of existing 
roadway has increased greatly; (4) 
There is no surplus of highway 
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funds, since the policy of the Com- 
mission is to spend all current 
revenue as it is received; and (5) 
One of the paramount needs of the 
Highway Commission is public co- 
operation, a need which has been, 
and is being, largely satisfied 
through the aid of North Carolina’s 
county commissioners. 


CRACKS IN 


(Continued from page one) 
stated, is to keep a close check on 
all pavements, and to make immed- 
iate repairs wherever cracks occur. 
Cost of repairing cracks is not 
negligible, for each minor repair 
job is estimated to cost approxi- 
mately $30. From one-half to two 
tons of cold-mix patching material 
is necessary for the average job, 
and the work of approximately six 
men is also required. 


PRICE TRENDS 


duction is in full swing, but with 
various kinds of markets (blue, 
black, gray, etc.) it is extremely 
difficult to even get our minumum 
requirements. Only one producer 
has promised us any relief in the 
latter months of this year. 


Steel still remains one of the most 
critical items to obtain, especially 
in the miscellaneous items and 
plates as well as specially treated 
steel sheets for Highway embossed 
signs. Departments are most ur- 
gently urged to conserve angles, 
strips, sheets and plates as much as 
possible, until such time as supply 
more nearly meets demands. 


Gasoline is not expected to be in 
short supply for balance of this 
year, according to a recent report, 
except in certain localities due to 
transportation shortages. Motor oils 
and other type oils seem to be in 
good supply at this time; however, 
prices continue to climb. Gasoline 
just recently increased a fraction 
of a cent per gallon since a new 
contract was negotiated a few 
weeks ago. 


Lumber supplies continue to im- 
prove gradually, but bad weather 
has held back shipments. Prices 
remain firm as wage and freight 
increases offset any downward 
trend. Requirements for the step- 
ped up preparedness program and 
the European Recovery Plan have 
not been definitely settled, but in- 
dications are that they will be 
higher than originally anticipated. 

The overall picture on deliveries 
of automotive and heavy -eqiup- 
ment repair parts plus maintenance 
supplies and materials is somewhat 
better in recent months; however, 
there is still room for more im- 
provement. Shipment on corrugated 
metal pipe at present ranges from 


seven to thirty days, even longer 
by some companies; Concrete pipe 
approximately 10 days; motor oils 
and lubricants 10 days; industrial 
rubber goods approximately 30 days 
(except some items from stock.) 

Anti-freeze is expected to be in 
short supply for next winter’s re- 
quirements. Present stock should 
be guarded carefully. Office sup- 
plies and furniture (except steel 
desks) are in good supply and de- 
liveries are good. Electric fans are 
searce and delayed deliveries can 
be expected. 

Although there has been a de- 
cided improvement in the supply of 
most grades and types of paper 
during the past several months, 
there still continues to exist a ser- 
ious shortage, especially in the 
Kraft paper line. In general, it is 
expected that supply will catch up 
with demand around the first of 
the year provided the present rate 
of production of domestic wood 
pulp continues along with the in- 
creased imports of pulp from for- 
eign countries. In view of this it 
is requested that you continue to 
redue all unnecessary wastage of 
paper to a minimum and bear in 
mind that the shortage of paper is 
not over and could become very 
critical should the situation take a 
sudden turn for the worse. 


Tigers Victorious In 
Game With Edenton 


Edenton.—Before a large crowd 
of spectators in the baseball park 
here on June 20, the Woodville 
Tigers defeated the Edenton Slug- 
gers by a score of five to two, ad- 
ding another game won to their 
series of victories for the season. 

“For the Tigers,” Woodville Camp 
Superintendent E. S. Fulghum re- 
ports, “James Hardison pitched the 
full game and Calvin Felton did 
the catching. Hardison struck out 
seven men and only allowed two 
hits. The stars at the bat were 
Kendricks, Washington, Sanders, 
Ivey and Daniels.” 

“For the Edenton Sluggers, Spar- 
row pitched and did his best to 
lic his former team-mates, as he at 
one time played with the Tigers, 
but he failed badly. He struck out 
six men and allowed seven hits. 
Brickhouse finally was called to 
relieve Sparrow. Harris caugh for 
the Sluggers. Brickhouse and Ricks 
were the batting stars for the Slug- 
gers.” 

The armored catfish does not 
have ordinary scales, but rather 
overlapping armor plates. The fish, 
good scavengers, lay eggs in bub- 
ble-nests in plants at the surface 
of water. 
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Skid Test Results 
In Greensboro Area 
Show Safety Margin 


Greensboro. — Recent tests con- 
ducted near here on US 29-70 south- 
west, US 70 east and US 421 south 
have indicated that the sections of 
road tested compare favorably in 
skid-resistance with highways else- 
where in the State and Nation. 

Tests of the highways in this 
vicinity were conducted under both 
wet and dry pavement conditions. 
Maintenance Engineer B. W. Davis 
of the State Highway and Public 
Works Commission was in charge 
of conducting the test, and was as- 
sisted by J. W. Jenkins, W. W. 
White and A. D. Morgan of the 
Highway Commission; E. S. Gris- 
som and M. M. Durham of the 
Carolina Coach Company; State 
Highway Patrolman J. S. Jones; 
and. Fred Rankin of the North 
Carolina Utilities Commission. 

Results obtained in the test were 
secured through the use of an auto- 
mobile and a Carolina Coach Com- 
pany bus. On US 29-70 west, it was 
found that the automobile, travel- 
ing at 40 miles per hour, stopped 
in 90.6 feet after brakes were ap- 
plied; on US 70 east in 87.5 fee; 
and on US 421 south in 83.6 feet. 
Te safe maximum braing distance 
under these conditions is considered 
to be 183 feet, or well over the dis- 
tance actually required in the tests 
conducted here. Tests with the 16,- 
000-pound bus indicaed that sudden 
stops when the pavement was wet 
were dangerous, especially when 
tires were worn badly. 

Division Roundup 
Sixth Division 

Fred R. Smith, Gang Foreman 
at Lexington, died May 5. Fred 
spent most of his life in road work, 
with contrators and the City of Lex- 
ington, coming with the Highway 
in December, 1933 as Construction 
Foreman. It seems he spent a great 
deal of his highway time patching 
US 29 & 70 between Thomasville 
and Lexington, and now that stretch 
of road is under construction, we 
are certainly sorry he did not live 
to see it completed. Fred was 56 
years of age. 

Jonah A. Powers, Gang Foreman, 
of RFD No. 1, Carthage, died May 
18. Jonah started his road career 
with Moore ounty in 1923, com- 
ing with the Highway in July, 1931, 
as Section Foreman. In his time, 
he lived to see many a farm road 
grow to be a main highway which 
carries some of our heaviest traffic 
through Moore County. Jonah was 
63 years of age—E. C. Darden, 
Reporter. 
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Projects In June 29 Letting Estimated 
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To Cost $2,523,105.23 For 128.39 Miles 
(jntileutia yeh GY “eevibeteed af Wa 


Raleigh.—Estimated to cost a 
total of $2,523,105.23, the 19 new 
highway projects to be included in 
the June 29 letting will cover 128.- 
89 miles of roadway in 20 counties, 
according to specifications advertis- 
ed on June 15. 

Of the 19 projects, 11 are to be 
Federal-aid jobs and the remaining 
eight State Betterment. As in 
previous lettings this year, special 
emphasis will be given jobs requir- 
ing grading and bituminous sur- 
facing. 

Projects to be included in the 


letting are: 
Federal-aid 

Camden—Grading, bituminous surfacing 
and structures of 6.59 miles on NC 343 
from a point on US 17 north of end of 
Dismal Swamp Canal bridge in South Mills 
southeast toward Camden and from a point 
on US 17 in South Mills east to NC 343. 

Pitt—Grading of 15.18 miles on NC 33 
from a point on NC 11 approximately one 
mile south of Bethel southeast toward 
Washington. 

Wilson-Nash—Grading, bituminous sur- 
facing and structures of 12.36 miles on NC 
581 from a point on US 301 approximately 
two miles east of Kenly north to Vance 
Street in Bailey. 

Wayne—Grading, bituminous surfacing 
and structures of 7.68 miles on US 70 from 
Johnston county line to a point approxi- 
mately 570 ft. east of bridge over Little 
River. 

Robeson—Grading and structures of 11.54 
miles for relocation of US 74 from a point 

‘approximately five miles east of Maxton 
northeast to US 301. 

Sampson—Grading, bituminous surfacing 
and structures of 5.19 miles from a point 
approximately 2.7 miles northeast of Gar- 
land northwest to a point approximately 
seven miles southeast of Roseboro. 

Randolph-Moore-Chatham — Grading, bit- 
uminous surfacing and structures of 12.13 
miles on NC 22 from a point approximate- 
ly 0.4 miles north of High Falls to NC 902 
at Coleridge. 

Randolph—Grading and bituminous sur- 
facing of 4.64 miles from a point on NC 
49 approximately seven miles northeast of 
Asheboro southeast to Cedar Falls and 
from a point approximately 3.19 miles 
southeast of NC 49 to US 64 in Franklin- 
ville. 

Wilkes—Grading and bituminous surfac- 
ing of 4.35 miles from a point approxi- 
mately 3.9 miles north of US 268 north- 
west to a point just beyond intersection at 
Austin. 

Cherokee—Grading, bituminous surfacing 
and structures of 5.45 miles from a point 
on US 64 near Ranger northeast to a point 
in Murphy. 

Buncombe—Grading, bituminous surfac- 
ing and structures of 2.04 miles from a 
point on Sand Hill road approximately one 
mile northeast of Enka southeast to NC 
191. 

State Betterment 

Perquimans-Chowan—Bituminous surfac- 
ing of 8.13 miles from Hertford to Chowan 
county line on US 17 and for patching on 
NC 82 just north of Albemarle Sound. 

Pitt—Bituminous surfacing of 5.65 miles 
from Grimesland to Black Jack. 

Brunswick—Structures between a point 
approximately 2.4 miles south of the inter- 
section of US 17, 74, and 76 and a point 
approximately 0.15 miles north of Lilliput 


Creek. 

Franklin-Vance — Grading, bituminous 
surfacing and structures of 6.13 miles from 
a point 0.3 miles south of Bobbitt in Vance 
county south 0.48 miles to Franklin county 
line and thence 5.83 miles along same road 
southeast to NC 39. 

Robeson—Sand asphalt surfacinng of 4.5 
miles on extension of Seventh Street from 
Lumberton city limits northeast to Allen- 
ton road. 

Robeson—Bituminous surfacing of 6.1 
miles on Broad Ridge road running south 
from US 74 to Proctorville. 

Cleveland—Bituminous surfacing of 6.9 
miles from Bakers Cross Roads to Fallston, 
on Post road from Route 26 toward Route 
74, and on Lilly Mill road from Shelby 
city limits south. 

Rutherford—Bituminous surfacing of 8.7 
miles on county road from Spindale to 
Hudlow road. 


MAY ACCIDENT 


(Continued from page one) 

wrecks.” : 

Listing the comparative standings 
of the divisions, Dodge notes that 
“he Ten Division is in first place, 
based on greatest exposure or man- 
hours worked. The Seventh is in se- 
cond place, followed in order by the 
Ninth, Fourth and Fifth. The 
Fifth Division has gone two months 
without a lost-time injury. The 
Eighth reported the least number 
of accidents, only four. The Bridge 
Maintenance Department reported 
no equipment accidents for the se- 
cond consecutive month.” 

Causes of accidents during May, 
according to the report, were: hand- 
ling objects, nine; hand tools, 12; 
striking against objects four; fall- 
ing objects, 14; falls of persons, 12; 
operation of motor vehicles, nine; 
operation of other vehicles, four; 
hot substances and flames, five; 
poison ivy, two; and miscellaneous, 
18. 


Congress Appropriates $900,000,000 Fund 


Friday, June 25, 1948 


Under Two-Year Federal-Aid Highway Act 


seer oO 
Washington.—An annual appro- Boys’ State Group : 


priation of $450,000,000 for the 
period from July 1, 1949 through 
June 30, 1951 has been approved by 
Congress under the 1948 Federal- 
Aid Highway Act, and is scheduled 
to be applied on primary secon- 
dary and urban highway projects 
throughout the Nation. 

No appropriation was made by 
the Congress for the fiscal year 
1948-49, in order that States which 
were behind in their spending of 
Federal funds might be able to 
utilize all of the money previously 
allocated to them for road purposes. 

Under the $450,000,000 Federal- 
Aid bill as finally approved by the 
Senate and House conference com- 
mittee, 45 per cent of the total ap- 
propriation would be used on pri- 
mary highway projects, 30 per cent 
on secondary projects, and 25 per 
cent on urban projects. In addition 
to the major Federal-Aid fund 
which will be made available to the 
states, the Congress has appro- 
priated the sum of $127,000,000 for 
work on parkways, forest roads 
and Indian roads. 

Under terms of the 1948 Act, 
all funds made available must be 
spent, or placed under contract, by 
June 30, 1951. After that time, 
the law provides that any unused 
monies will revert to the Federal 
Treasury, a provision which has 
also been included in the previous 
Federal-Aid Highway Acts. North 
Carolina is one of a small group 
of States which have not lagged in 
the spending of Federal highway 
funds, but have placed all money 
under contract before the legally- 
specified deadline. 


MAY ACCIDENT RECORD 


TOTAL 
UNIT ACCIDENTS 
Tenth Division 7 
Seventh Division 6 
Ninth Division 9 
Fourth Division 16 
Fifth Division 6 
Sixth Division 17 
First Division 
Eighth Division 
Third Division 
Second Division 
Bridge Mts. Dep’t. 17 
Eleventh Division 6 
ALL UNITS 112 


LOST TIME FREQUENCY 
INJURIES RATE 
0 0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
5.3 
5.4 
5.7 
5.8 
6.3 
16.3 
9.4 
4.2 
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Hears Graham Talk 
On N.C. Highways 


Chapel HillAppearing as one 
of a series of speakers drawn from 
the ranks of State officials, Chair- 
man A. H. Graham of the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission on June 18 addressed the 
delegates to the annual Boys State 
here on the operation and history 
of the organization which he heads. 

Briefly sketching the history of 
the Highway Commisison, Graham 
noted that North Carolina pioneer- 
ed in 1921 in the establishment of 
a highway organization which drew 
national and international atten- 
tion. The period between 1921 and 
1931, he told the delegates here, 
was an era in which building act- 
ivity was accelerated and the 
State’s primary highway system 
was constructed. In 1931, he said, 
as an indirect result of the eco- 
nomic situation in the Nation and 
State, he Highway Commission, by 
an act of the General Assembly, 
was given jurisdiction over all of 
the county roads in the State. 

The first major roads built in the 
State were financed through the 
floating of a bond issue, Graham 
pointed out, but noted that present 
policy is to finance roads on a “pay- 
as-you-ride” basis. North Carolina 
now has the largest State-controlled 
highway system in the Nation, cov- 
ering approximately 62,000 miles, 
he said, and is paying for its roads 
entirely from the proceeds of the 
gasoline tax, sale of license plates, 
and automobile registrations. 

In addition to outlining the func- 
tioning of the Highway Commission, 
Graham emphasized the importance 
of highways to civilization in the 
present age, and lauded the dele- 
gates to the Boys State for their 
keen interest in the processes of 
democratic government. 


HER MAN 

There have been four men in my 
life. : ee 
The first attempted to guide me ™— 
in the direction of my own best 
interests. 

I hated him! 

The second insisted that I guide 
myself. g 

I igonored him! _ 

The third forced his interests 
upon me and denied me the right 
of choice. 

T loved him! 


The fourth had interests which 
happened to be my own. 
I married him! 
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